
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VIENNA ART WEEK goes digital for 2020 edition 

 
Press Release: 6 November 2020 
VIENNA ART WEEK 2020 |  LIVING RITUALS | 13 – 20 November 2020 
Press conference (in German) 12 November, 10:00 CEST  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marina Abramović: The Current (2017), Single channel video , HD video (color, no sound), 59 min 31 sec 

 
Especially in these difficult times, VIENNA ART WEEK is determined to support contemporary artists living in the 
Austrian capital. The art week will still go ahead as planned from 13-20 November, but will transfer its programme 

into the digital realm. Together with its programme partners, VIENNA ART WEEK will “fly the flag for the arts” and 

create an online experience for art lovers around the world to enjoy. 
 

Robert Punkenhofer, artistic director of the VIENNA ART WEEK, and Martin Böhm, president of the Art 
Cluster Vienna, said: “Due to the spread of covid-19 we are converting from a physical to virtual event this 

year. Vienna Art Week has become a major event in the city’s cultural calendar, bringing unparalleled energy 
to the Austrian arts scene. This year, while the format will be new, the lineup of artists is as exciting as ever. 

We remain as committed as ever to providing a platform for this ever-expanding, dynamic community of artists 

and we look forward to doing so this year in new and innovative ways. We very much hope that you will join us 
digitally to support and celebrate Vienna's fantastic artists, galleries and cultural institutions.” 
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VIENNA ART WEEK’s curated programme comprises three core elements: the ‘House of Rituals’ exhibition live 
stream; the ‘Living Rituals Digital Exhibition Parcours’ and the ‘Living Rituals Digital Open Studios’ – all of which will 
be available online. In addition to the curated programme, a number of programme partners such as art institutions, 
academies, galleries, art spaces and Vienna-based artists will stage online events ranging from exhibition openings 
to guided studio tours, artist and curator talks, lectures and panel discussions.  

 
 

 
 Elisabeth von Samsonow, Schreibtisch der Anthropologin, 2020, Foto: Astrid Bartl 

 

 
The complete digital programme will be updated on the VIENNA ART WEEK 2020 website on Monday 9 
November: www.viennaartweek.at. In the meantime, stay informed about programme updates and dates via the 
website, social media and newsletters. 
 
 
 
VIENNA ART WEEK curated programme includes: 
 

‘HOUSE OF RITUALS’ EXHIBITION LIVE STREAM  
MON 16 NOV 2020 
Exhibition by VIENNA ART WEEK 2020, curated by Robert Punkenhofer and Angela Stief 
 
A virtual exhibition tour with Robert Punkenhofer, artistic director of the VIENNA ART WEEK, will be available 
online from Monday, November 16, 2020, featuring performances by Scott Clifford Evans, Elisabeth von 
Samsonow and Oliver Hangl and a talk by Elisabeth von Samsonow and Erwin Wurm. 
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The HOUSE OF RITUALS is an abandoned house (Simmeringer Hauptstraße 155, 1110 Vienna) that has been 
taken over by international and Viennese artists. The exhibition brings old and new rituals to life and thus 
proves that contemporary art contributes to a rehabilitation of the ritual. Starting in the basement with the work 
of two internationally recognised performance artists, Marina Abramović and Regina Jose Galindo, both of 
whom use their body as subject and medium to explore the limits of endurance; to the kitchen for a traditional 
Mormon Thanksgiving dinner with American artist Scott Clifford Evans; to the bathroom for a cleansing ritual 
with Japanese artist Emiko Kasahara. 
 
Participating artists: Marina Abramović, Vito Acconci, Paul McCarthy, Scott Clifford Evans, Hanakam & 
Schuller, Regina José Galindo, Thomas Gänszler, Hanakam & Schuller, Oliver Hangl, Emiko Kasahara, Mike 
Kelley, Iwajla Klinke, Rudolf Molacek und Maria Serebriakova, Hermann Nitsch, Elisabeth von Samsonow, 
Nives Widauer, Erwin Wurm und Mia Zabelka. 
 
LIVING RITUALS DIGITAL OPEN STUDIO DAYS 
SAT 14 NOV - FRI 20 NOV 2020 

Artists such as Klaus Mosettig, Manfre Du Schu, Elisabeth Von Samsonow and Robert Schaberl willkeep 
offer video insights into their studios, providing an opportunity for art lovers to take a look behind the scenes 
of art production, converse with artists, and get a taste of the studio atmosphere.  
 
Art Melange Zoom Talks 
MON 16 NOV - FRI, 20 NOV 2020 | 16:00 & 17:00 CEST 
An opportunity for visitors to visit and interact with artists Irena Eden & Stijn Lernout, Masha Dabelka, Fanni 
Futterknecht, Michael Kienzer, Xenia Leśniewski, Christiane Peschek, Laura Pold, Esther Vörsömarthy, Kay 
Walkowiak 
 
 
 
 
LIVING RITUALS DIGITAL EXHIBITION PARCOURS  
SAT 14 NOV - SUN 15 NOV 2020 
Taking place via Zoom on Saturday 14 November and Sunday 15 November, the curated LIVING RITUALS 
Exhibition Parcours pays a visit to seven selected studios of Vienna-based artists who have responded to the 
theme, 'Living Rituals'. Participating artists: Heinrich Dunst, Klaus Mosettig, Elisabeth von Samsonow, Robert 
Schaberl, ManfreDu Schu, Borjana Ventzislavova and the artists of ‘Jugend am Werk Sozial’: Raum Suzanne 
Dixon, Susanne Kuzma and Ingrid Lechner. 

 
Programme partner highlights include: 
 

TALK: Collector Rafael Jablonka in conversation with curator Elsy Lahner 
WED 18 NOV 2020 | 18:30–20:00 CEST 
Albertina 
Housed at the Albertina since 2019, the Jablonka Collection is one of the most high-profile collections of US 
and German art of the 1980s. It encompasses works by artists such as Mike Kelley, Sherrie Levine or Andreas 
Slominski, with whom Rafael Jablonka has collaborated, showing and collecting their works for years. For the 
first time, the art dealer, gallerist and curator, who was born in 1952, provides an insight into his collection in 
the current Albertina exhibition “My Generation,” which is focused on artists of his own generation.  
 
OPENING: Land for Us All 
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WED 18 NOV 2020 | Live streamed 18:00 CEST www.azw.at 
Az W Architekturzentrum Wien 
The earth’s surface is a finite resource, and soil is our most precious commodity. Careless or capital-driven 
treatment of this resource has massively changed the shape and function of our cities and villages in recent 
decades. Vividly concrete, critical, and sometimes unintentionally absurd, the exhibition casts a light on 
political, legal, and economic implications.  
 
SPECIAL EVENT: Notgalerie – I Will Not Tolerate You Leaving Me Alone 
FRI 13 NOV; SAT 14 NOV; and MON 16 NOV – FRI 20 NOV 2020 | MON–SAT 10:00–17:00 CEST 
Dorotheum 
The Notgalerie – an abandoned but occupied wooden church that simultaneously serves as both an art object 
and exhibition space – is being dismantled in a process that began this past summer. A distribution ritual at 
Dorotheum will see further parts of the gallery handed over to visitors for safekeeping. Thus, participants who 
store the wooden elements become part of the Notgalerie; the physical art object is transformed into a 
collective meta-institution.  
 
PERFORMANCE: Viral Speech – Klaus Spiess, Lucie Strecker 
SAT 14 NOV 2020 | 19:00–20:00 CEST 
Q21/MuseumsQuartier Wien 
In Viral Speech, a contemporary, biotechnologically informed ritual act, the participants’ speech sounds follow 
the interests of their oral microbes.  A voice spectrogram and biosensors interact with visitors’ saliva and 
respiratory flow, encouraging advantageous conditions for their mouth-dwelling microbes: the more favorable 
it is for these microorganisms, the more inhospitable and repellent it becomes for infectious viruses. Join 
Interactive Zoom Performancehttps://us02web.zoom.us/j/81229678217 

 
 

END 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
For national press enquiries please contact: press@viennaartweek.at 
 
For international press enquiries please contact: Nissrin Zaptia, zaptia@viennaartweek.at, + 44 7765 972 872 
 
Download press releases and images here: www.viennaartweek.at/de/press/ 
 
About Vienna Art Week 
Vienna Art Week was founded in 2004 as part of Art Cluster Vienna. It is now Vienna’s leading platform for visual 
arts, reflecting the importance, substantial depth and great variety of art institutions, academies, galleries, art 
spaces, and artists based in Vienna. It connects its partners and represents them to the outside world. Each year in 
November,Vienna Art Week draws a crowd of approximately 35,000 visitors to some 200 events held by 70 
programme partners. The festival programme ranges from exhibition openings to guided studio tours, lectures, 
panel discussions, symposia, and interventions in public space.  
 
www.viennaartweek.at 
www.facebook.com/VIENNAARTWEEK 
www.instagram.com/VIENNAARTWEEK 
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About Art Cluster  
Vienna Art Cluster Vienna is made up of the most important exhibition houses, art spaces,educational institutions, 
and galleries within the City of Vienna. These large and established institutions identified the need to provide 
support and a stage for contemporary artists living in Vienna to the attention of the national and international public. 
With their high-quality programs and ideas, the programme partners of Vienna Art Week make a significant 
contribution to the success of the festival, which has developed into a regular event in the city's autumn of culture 
since 2005 and recently attracted around 35,000 guests from Austria and abroad. 
 
Art Cluster Vienna includes the following art institutions: 
 
Academy of Fine Arts Vienna 
Albertina 
Architekturzentrum Wien 
Austrian Frederick and Lillian Kiesler Private 
Foundation 
Belvedere, Belvedere 21 
Dom Museum Wien 
DOROTHEUM 
KÖR (Public Art Vienna) 
Kunsthalle Wien Museumsquartier & Kunsthalle 
Wien Karlsplatz 
KUNST HAUS WIEN 
Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien & Weltmuseum 
Wien 

Künstlerhaus 
Leopold Museum 
MAK – Museum of Applied Arts 
mumok Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig 
Wien 
Nitsch Foundation 
Q21/MuseumsQuartier Wien 
Sammlung Friedrichshof Stadtraum 
Secession 
Sigmund Freud Museum 
University of Applied Arts Vienna 
Vienna Business Agency Creativity & Business 

 
 
 
SPONSORS  
 
PRINCIPAL PARTNER 
 

  
 
PUBLIC PARTNERS 

              
 
 
 
SUPPORT PARTNERS 
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PARTNER FESTIVALS & INSTITUTIONS 
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